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THE MONELLCONNECTION
NEWSLETTER OF THE MONELL CENTER
Welcome to the fall edition of the Monell Connection, the fourth issue during the pandemic.
Bench science at Monell continues at a reduced on-site capacity and we are happy to report
that in-person human studies have resumed, albeit in a COVID-safe way.
In this newsletter, you will find a personal photo essay by one of our summer interns, an
inspiring keynote talk by a 2012 alum of the Monell Summer Apprenticeship Program, as well
as COVID-19 research updates and an introduction to our newest adjunct member, also a
Monell alum.
We have also added updates to our Monell COVID-19 Resources Page.
Stay safe and healthy,

Robert Margolskee, MD, PhD
Director & President

A Quick Look-back On Our COVID-19 Summer
Riley Harriman, a summer intern with Dani Reed and a
senior at Wake Forest University shares a personal essay,
My Pandemic Summer Learning New Skills. In this video,
Shadrack Frimpong, a Monell Summer Apprenticeship
Program (MSAP) alum shares stories with the 2020 class in
the all-virtual MSAP session about his journey from Ghana
to Yale University.

Rapid Smell Test Update
Thank you to all who volunteered for our pilot study on the
validation of our rapid smell test for COVID-19. With the first
group of more than 300 individuals, we confirmed that our
rapid smell test is as good as a gold standard in the field the NIH Toolbox® Odor Identification Test - for detecting
people with smell loss. Following these very promising first
results, we will continue collecting information on the
accuracy of the test to detect COVID-specific smell loss. We
could not have done it without you! See these news articles
here and here for more.

Meet Monell Alum Valentina Parma, PhD, our
newest Adjunct Faculty Member
Dr. Parma, recently became Monell’s newest adjunct
faculty member. She is a Research Assistant Professor in
the Department of Psychology at Temple University. Dr.
Parma’s research aims to capitalize on the clinical potential
of human olfaction.
Q: What and when was your first position with Monell?
I first came to Monell as a junior postdoctoral fellow in 2012
and I worked in Johan Lundström laboratory on human
olfaction. Before that I earned my PhD in Experimental
Psychology at the University of Padova in Italy.
Q: Fast forward, what are you doing now with Monell? I
am now part of an amazing team studying chemosensation
in COVID-19 and developing screening smell tests to aid in
the surveillance of this pandemic.
Q: Did you know you wanted to be a scientist from an
early age? I did not. I became fond of science as a young
girl, yet I started pondering the idea of becoming a scientist
myself only during college. My undergraduate thesis was a
project on how smells influence motor control: I got
fascinated by the olfactory system, and studied it ever
since.
Q: What keeps you sane when you're not in the lab,
teaching at Temple on Zoom, or writing grants?
Cooking!! I have a sweet tooth and a love for baking:
pizzas, brunches and desserts have been a great
companion during the pandemic.
Q: Where do you see yourself research-wise a year
from now? I hope that in a year COVID-19 will be a topic
of research more than a lived experience, and I hope the
knowledge we are gaining during this pandemic will help us
shine a light on the importance of olfaction as a routine
clinical tool.

Research Roadmap for the Future
Did you know that over 12% of the U.S. population will
experience some type of loss of smell and taste? Even so,
long-term, effective treatments are elusive. Monell, together
with the University of Florida Center for Smell and Taste and
the Rocky Mountain Taste and Smell Center at the University
of Colorado School of Medicine, hosted the “Identifying

Treatments for Taste and Smell Disorders” conference in
November 2018. This two-day conference was funded by the
National Institute on Deafness and other Communication
Disorders, Kerry, and others. The gathering was a first-of-its
kind event that included multiple international researchers,
patients, and clinicians. The conference’s outcomes were
summarized in a review paper published in July 2020 in the
journal Chemical Senses and available here in full.
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