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Welcome to the first Monell Connections of 2021. We have had the most exciting start to the
year. Our important work on COVID-related smell loss was prominently highlighted in a New
York Times Magazine cover article; we are in the thick of validating our rapid smell test,
SCENTinel; and embarking on new directions in the study of volatile chemicals and
infectious disease, supported by the Kleberg Foundation, among many research endeavors. 
 
In this newsletter, we share a tribute to Dr. Joseph Brand, the future of interdisciplinary
chemosensory and nutrition research, and many other stimulating items of interest.
 
Here’s to a warm and vaccine-filled spring,

Robert Margolskee, MD, PhD  
Director & President

 

Joe Brand, a Scientist for all Seasons (and
Animal Models)

Joseph G. Brand, simply Joe to most Monellians, was a
research neuroscientist known primarily for his work on the
biology of taste in catfish to the domestic cat to humans. Dr.
Brand died at home December 28th, 2020 after a long 

battle with Parkinson’s disease. He worked for nearly half a century as a researcher and
associate director at Monell. Please read this moving tribute to his science and life. Visit here
to support the Monell Science Apprenticeship Program in memory of Dr. Brand.

Sensory Nutrition Workshop Brings Study of
Chemosensory Science, Nutrition Closer 

When does one plus one add up to more than two? For
chemosensory researchers, one answer became apparent in
a recent American Journal of Clinical Nutrition article
published in December 2020 summarizing the NIH
workshop, Sensory Nutrition and Disease. The gathering was
convened to explore the potential of chemosensory biology 

to influence food preferences and health. The paper’s authors identify gaps and opportunities
in the current understanding of how taste and smell influence nutrition and disease, including
COVID-19. Analyzing differences in chemosensory function among people of different ages,
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backgrounds, and health conditions and how personal differences affect food choices, overall
health, and disease risk are some of the key aspects they identified and being addressed in
newly proposed Monell studies. Click here to read more.

Media Round-up

So far in 2021, Monell has appeared in several national
news outlets discussing smell loss associated with COVID-
19, smell training, and the growing awareness of the
biology of olfaction. Visit the Media Mentions pages to see 

articles in the New York Times Magazine, the Los Angeles Times, the Boston
Globe, TODAY.com, and more.

Saturday, February 27th is #AnosmiaAwarenessDay

This weekend, patient groups devoted to smell loss are
celebrating Anosmia Awareness Day, including the newest
advocacy group, the Smell and Taste Association of North
America, or STANA. Monell’s Nancy Rawson and Jenifer
Trachtman are advisors to STANA. On Saturday, February
27th, 2021 at 9 a.m. PT/ 12 p.m. ET, tune into "Meet STANA
Live!" an Instagram Live event. You can find the gathering at
The Smell Podcast IG page.

 

Videos Available

The pandemic has allowed many types of professional and
public outreach events to take on new meaning and shape.
Monell seminars are no different. Since the spring of 2020,
we have moved our popular in-person seminars to globally 

available Zoom-inars. And, we have added a new feature to the Events page - recordings of
our meetings with the best and brightest in chemosensory science. The most current is the
Monell-Penn seminar, Taste & Smell: Frontlines in Immunology.

 

Your opinion matters. Tell us what you think of this email.
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