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Welcome to the spring edition of The Monell Connection. Now into our second year of a
global pandemic, but with vaccines starting to make a difference, we continue to make strides
in learning how taste and smell are essential senses for well-being. Given the prediction that
millions more people worldwide will have smell and taste loss from COVID-19, it is more
important than ever that we redouble our research efforts to understand and treat loss of
these primal senses.
This newsletter has a particular focus on the people making a difference in these important
and urgent matters, from our newest Board member Judy Wellington, who is no stranger to
the Center, to our postdoctoral fellows to Vice President Nancy Rawson and Associate
Director Danielle Reed. I hope you enjoy these stories of individual Monellians, plus much
more.
Happy reading,

Robert Margolskee, MD, PhD
Director & President

Meet Monell's Postdocs
Not only does Dolly Al Koborssy, PhD, pioneer current
research on how fats in our diet affect our sense of smell,
she is also keen on educating the world about the social
impact of her research. Check out more about her here, and
see what she recommends you should read!

What is it like being a scientist and a mom to her little son
during a pandemic? Let's hear from Chanyi Lu, PhD. Lu
came to Monell in 2018 and is now studying how taste-cell
like sensory cells in the small intestines play an important
role in immunity against parasites.

VP Nancy Rawson Interviewed for AWIS Magazine

Monell VP Nancy Rawson is a long-time member of the
Association for Women in Science. She spent some time
with the AWIS staff answering their far-reaching questions
about her career in academia and industry studying the
biology of taste and smell. Thank you to AWIS for sharing
this article.

We’re Back…on Instagram
Our Instagram account was revived last week. This is your
chance to see more stories from Monell. Follow us at
instagram.com/monellcenter, and help spread the word!

#MarkYourCalendar
The Monell outreach crew will be back in style at the firstever outdoor Philadelphia Flower Show this June. We will be
there for the Family Frolic Day, Saturday, June 12 to share
our new understanding of the importance of the sense of
smell.

Board Matters
International Advisory Council (IAC) member Judy Wellington
is Monell’s newest board member: “While I have enjoyed my
work with the IAC, I am also looking forward to having a role
in the governance of the Center.” Read here for more.

Monell Represented
The 2021 annual AChemS meeting, the premier conference for chemosensory scientists,
held in late April, highlighted great moments for Monell scientists. Julie Mennella gave a talk
on her 2020 Max Mozell Award, Danielle Reed was named President-elect of the society, and
there were many other presentations given by faculty, postdoctoral fellows, and alums.

For more, visit the 2021 AChemS virtual meeting site. In addition, take a look at this essay by

Reed on the meaning of collaboration during a pandemic and her work with a crowd of global
researchers evaluating a global crowd of participant research, via the Global Consortium for
Chemosensory Science.

Your opinion matters. Tell us what you think of this email.

