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2021 has been a critical year for Monell scientists who are paving the way for the safe
return to our lives and livelihoods. Here you will learn their latest exciting findings about
the sense of taste and listen to their podcast episode on Parkinson's and smell loss.
You will also have a chance to take a look at Monell's annual report, exploring the
breadth of what makes Monell the world’s leading research institution on the biology of
taste, smell, and related senses.
 
Finally, I ask you to watch this space, as we make some changes to our e-newsletters
with the start of the new year. These changes will reflect the evolving knowledge of
taste and smell along with the changing human experience around these senses,
especially in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.
 
Happy reading,

Robert Margolskee, MD, PhD  
Director & President

Your Mouth is Smarter Than You Think!

According to a recently published study by a team of
Monell scientists, your tongue has the capability to detect
whether a sweetener contains or lacks calories. "This
makes it difficult to trick it by simply providing non-caloric
sweeteners," notes Monell scientist Dr. Paul Breslin.
 

This knowledge will pave the way to healthier beverages
that people can enjoy and maybe even help scientists
figure out why kids might reject sugar-free Halloween
candy.

Double Congratulations for the Power of Hunger

https://monell.org/novel-sugar-detector-system-in-the-human-mouth-has-implications-for-designing-tastier-healthier-beverages-foods/
https://monell.org/paul-breslin/
https://twitter.com/MonellSc/status/1454417803813920774


This October, Dr. Amber Alhadeff became the first
Monell faculty member to receive each of these
awards:

the National Institutes of Health High-Risk, High-
Reward Research program
and the 2021 Eppendorf & Science Prize for
Neurobiology

Her essay describing her research on the connections
between the gut and brain was published in the
prestigious scientific journal Science.

Paying Our Respects

Here we gathered a few tributes to the life and science of
Monell board member and champion Louise Slade:

Read this fitting remembrance in the New York Times.
Share your thoughts and memories of Dr. Slade on
LinkedIn or this online memorial page.
Make a donation in honor of Dr. Slade.

She will be greatly missed by Monell, the scientific
community, and her network of friends and
collaborators. 

 

Your Senses in the News, featuring Monell's Scientists

Did you know there are common Halloween candy
mistakes that parents make? And have you ever
wondered why flavor preferences change as we age?
 

If you read these two stories and still found yourself
craving science news, enjoy this fascinating podcast on
smell loss and Parkinson's disease and this read about
the strong connection between memory and smell.

Looking Back at 2021
 

https://monell.org/amber-alhadeff/
https://monell.org/monell-scientist-receives-centers-first-nih-high-risk-high-reward-research-grant/
https://monell.org/monell-center-researcher-awarded-the-2021-eppendorf-science-prize-for-work-on-gut-brain-studies/
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abl7121
https://monell.org/the-monell-center-mourns-the-loss-of-board-member-louise-slade/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/30/dining/louise-slade-dead.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6854596812637044736
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/nytimes/name/louise-slade-obituary?id=31122152
https://monell.org/giving-in-honor-of-louise-slade/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/28/well/eat/halloween-candy-trick-or-treat.html
https://www.livescience.com/taste-preferences-change
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1727089/9308518
https://www.verywellmind.com/why-do-we-associate-memories-so-strongly-with-specific-smells-5203963


Thank you for being with us through the
challenges and opportunities of the
pandemic and all that COVID-19 has
taught us about taste, smell, and health! If
you haven't had a chance yet, take a look
at Monell's 2020-2021 Annual Report
highlighting our work, our culture, and
how taste and smell science is
transforming the future. 

 

 

Your opinion matters. Tell us what you think of this email.

https://annualreport.2021.monell.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-2020897
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-2020897
https://www.facebook.com/MonellCenter
https://instagram.com/monellcenter/
https://twitter.com/MonellSc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/40875
mailto:mailto:mcsc@monell.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6JWVP8M

