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This is indeed a summer of change at Monell. I was named Acting Director and President on
July 1st, succeeding outgoing Director and President Robert Margolskee, MD, PhD.  My work
during this time of transition will focus on maintaining our creative momentum to ensure we
stay on track towards the goals outlined in our five-year strategic plan, positioning us to meet
the demands of our anticipated growth. In this edition of the Monell Connection, see how our
scientists and their discoveries are blossoming in multiple arenas!
 
Happy reading,
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Acting Director & President

 

What Makes a Molecule Smell?

This seemingly simple, yet long-unanswered question
represents a significant gap in our understanding of the
sense of smell. In a recent paper, the Mainland Lab reveals
it all has to do with a molecule's ability to complete its
journey into the nose.

Why Are Noses Built the Way They Are?

Luis Saraiva, PhD, and a global team of scientists provide
insights into the logic behind our sense of smell. They
developed a 3D map showing how olfactory receptors are
distributed across five regions in a mouse's olfactory
mucosa.

 

 

 

You Too Can Be Part of Smell Research!

Adults 18 years and older may qualify for a research study to validate SCENTinel, a newly
patented rapid smell test to screen for smell loss and distortions, against three other
commercially available smell tests. This study involves one visit to the Monell Center in
Philadelphia in person, which will last about 60 minutes. By participating in our research
study you will be directly generating knowledge useful to the validation of SCENTinel, a tool that
has the potential to promote universal smell testing. If you are interested in participating, please
contact eadjeidanquah@monell.org.

 

Looking for other studies to join? Or want to be contacted for future opportunities?
Click here for our most up-to-date information for research participants!
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We welcomed our first fully in-person Monell Summer Apprenticeship Program students
since the start of the pandemic. The MSAP endeavor, now in its fifth decade, could not have
lasted this long without the help of our champions, large and small. Many Thanks!

 
MSAP pairs students, mostly those traditionally underrepresented in the sciences, with
researchers to offer the extraordinary opportunity to take part in hands-on research, learn
communication skills in a professional scientific setting, and increase appreciation of the
chemical senses. If you'd like to attend the Capstone Symposium where you will hear from the
students about their projects, contact kprice@monell.org.
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Celebrating Fifty Years of Service and Research

On May 19th and 20th, collaborators, colleagues, trainees,
and family gathered at Monell to celebrate the prolific career
and scientific contributions of Gary K. Beauchamp, PhD. In
the tradition of a true Festschrift, we have gathered all of our
speakers' stories in one place. View them here!

 

 

Amber Alhadeff Honored by Pew Trusts

Monell's Amber L. Alhadeff, PhD, is among the 22 early-career
scientists who will receive four years of support to explore
some of the most pressing questions in health and medicine as
a Pew Scholar in the Biomedical Sciences.

 

 

Chemosensory Science Under the Shadow of War: Associate Director Danielle Reed, PhD
shares her thoughts on science communication and her experience working with other
chemosensory scientists at the University of Gdańsk, Poland.

 

Smell Fans at the Philadelphia Flower Show 

Are you a smell fan? Then you would like to hear about this collaboration between Monell and
Rowan University. Last month, Rowan artists joined Monell scientists at the Philadelphia Flower
Show with SMELL FAN, a handheld fan and botanical fragrance field guide!
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Coming up in our next newsletter: Stories from our newest faculty members, Kevin Bolding,
PhD, and Guillaume de Lartigue, PhD. Be on the lookout!

 

 

 

 

Your opinion matters. Tell us what you think of this email.
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