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With this year's last edition of the Monell Connection, I hope that you enjoy the holiday in all the ways
that bring you joy, comfort, and restoration. Thanks to your support of our mission of better health and
well-being, we all can look ahead to what the new year holds for the future of research on smell, taste,
and related senses.

Nancy E. Rawson, PhD
Acting Director & President

Applications for our summer science apprenticeship are now open!
You can apply here, or find more information on the program's website.
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Monell's Mehmet Hakan Ozdener,
MD, PhD, led the recent
development of a new method to
reprogram human taste cells into
neuron-like cells. Here is what this
could mean for the future of treating
neurodegenerative diseases.

 

Amber Alhadeff, PhD, joined an
outstanding cohort of scientists
honored by the New York Stem Cell
Foundation. The award recognizes
and fosters early-career scientists
whose research holds the potential
to accelerate treatments and cures.

 

 

You Can Now Join Our Newest Research Study!

Adults with anosmia or hyposmia for at least 12 weeks, or with a normal sense of smell and between
the ages of 18 – 65 may qualify for a research study looking at sodium reduction strategies. This study
involves 3 visits to the Monell Center. You will be asked to answer questionnaires about what foods
you eat, complete taste testing, and provide urine samples. You will receive up to $100 following the
completion of all study activities. If you are interested in participating, please contact Steph
at shunter@monell.org.

Looking for other studies to join?
Click here for our most up-to-date information for research participants!

 

 

Emeritus Director and President
Gary Beauchamp, PhD, made
fundamental discoveries about the
human senses of taste and smell.
This year he is honored by the John

 

The Monell Center received a
$1,000,000 grant through the
Redevelopment Assistance Capital
Program. The award strengthens
Monell's endeavors as "an
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Scott Awards, along with two other
Philadelphia researchers, in
recognition of his achievements in
the sciences.

organization with an important
research mission that also sees
training the next generation as vital
to the economy,” said Rep. Rick
Krajewski.

 

 

Smell for Life: Supporting Smell Loss Research

The Monell Center celebrates the continuation of philanthropic funding of the project, "Mechanisms and
Potential Treatments for Anosmia Caused by Respiratory Viral Infection." The funding is a result of
contributions from numerous individual donors to Smell for Life, Monell's anosmia research program.
Over the years, contributions to this program have ranged from $1 to $100,000, coming primarily from
generous donors who themselves are experiencing smell loss and disruption. Congratulations to
Monell's Hong Wang, PhD, and to her team of Peihua Jiang, PhD; Johannes Reisert, PhD; and Akihito
Kuboki MD, PhD!

Want to Hear More About Recent Trends in Research?
 

Check out our most recent Martin Meyerson Lecture, an award that brings preeminent academics to
the Monell Center to present the latest scientific findings and insights.

 

 

Smell That? Monell at the Institute of Contemporary Art

Last Saturday, Monell scientists joined the Institute of Contemporary Art in Philadelphia for Smell
That?: An afternoon in celebration of Sissel Tolaas: RE________. The researchers accompanied the
Institute's visitors as they explored Sissel Tolaas's work and learned some of the science behind the
diversity in the human olfactory experience.
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Arthur K. Asbury: In Memoriam
 
Arthur K. Asbury, MD, FRCP, Emeritus Board Member of the Monell Chemical Senses Center, died in
November at the age of 93, leaving behind a legacy of numerous contributions to academic medicine,
the governance of Monell, and world health overall.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your opinion matters. Tell us what you think of this email.
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