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As I mark the end of my third month as Monell’s acting director, I want to share how grateful I
am to you for championing our mission of improving health and well-being. Dedicated scientists
and staff, inspiring summer apprentices, and generous supporters make it possible for Monell to
be a global leader of smell and taste research.

After all, what happens to a world without advocates of scientific discovery? I’d rather not find
out. So please, support us today!

Nancy E. Rawson, PhD
Acting Director & President

 

 

You're Invited: Monell's Martin Meyerson Lecture

We are pleased to announce that our Martin Meyerson Lecture
will be open to everyone in the Monell Community. Established
in 2009, the Martin Meyerson Lectureship brings preeminent
academic speakers to the Monell Center to present the latest
cutting edge scientific findings and insights. 

Time: 4:00 pm ET - Tuesday, October 18, 2022

https://monell.org/
https://monell.org/research/
https://monell.org/participate/
https://monell.org/support/
https://monell.org/contact-us/
https://monell.org/
https://monell.org/support/
https://www.chem.upenn.edu/people/dirk-trauner


Speaker: Dr. Dirk Trauner, University of Pennsylvania
Lecture Title: Synthetic Sensory Physiology

To attend (remotely), please RSVP by October 17th. A direct link for the lecture stream will be sent
the morning of October 18th. If you have any questions, please contact Alyssa Wofford.

 

 

New Research Labs, New Questions to Answer

In 2022, Monell welcomed two new faculty members who are addressing some of the most
unique and fundamental questions in chemosensory science. From uncovering how memories
work to investigating gut-brain connections, Kevin Bolding, PhD, and Guillaume de Lartigue,

PhD, bring tools that will move our research forward in new, creative ways.

 

Advancing Human Chemosensory Science

The Monell Center is pleased to announce a new endowed fund established by a gift from long-
time Monellian Carol M. Christensen, PhD. Carol began her career at Monell as a postdoctoral
fellow, and now her fund will support Monell's postdoctoral fellows who, in her words, “bring new
ideas and new approaches to the Center.” The fund supports trainees working in human
chemosensory science. 

|
 

Speaking of Postdocs, Meet Robert Pellegrino

Robert Pellegrino, PhD, has been a postdoctoral fellow at
Monell for two years. We interviewed him to understand more
about how his research and background bring together food
science, neuroscience, psychophysics, and even computer
science!

 

 

More Ways to Support Science? Join a Research Study!

Adults between the ages of 18-85 may qualify for a research study to validate SCENTinel, a
newly developed rapid smell test to screen for smell loss, against three other commercially
available smell tests: NIH Toolbox Odor Identification Test, B-SIT, and Sniffin Sticks. This study
involves one visit to the Monell Center. The visit will involve completing four different smell
tests. You will also complete a brief health history questionnaire. The visit will last about 60
minutes. You will receive $20 following the completion of the study.
Contact: smellandhealthlab@monell.org.
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Looking for other studies to join? Or want to be contacted for future opportunities?
Click here for our most up-to-date information for research participants!

|
 

 

New Milestones for Monell Science Apprenticeship Program

This summer, long-time Board Member Rick Berkman and his wife Toni Seidl established a
family fund to support the Monell Science Apprenticeship Program (MSAP). The Program pairs
students, mostly those traditionally underrepresented in the sciences, with researchers to offer
the opportunity to take part in hands-on chemosensory research. The 2022 summer cohort of

apprentices is pictured above, joined by Pennsylvania State Representative Rick Krajewski, who
delivered the keynote address during the 2022 Capstone Symposium.

 

 

Sniffing Out the Science of Smelling: Smithsonian Magazine stops by the Mainland Lab at Monell to
learn the latest efforts to understand the fragrant, musky, stinky and utterly baffling world of your nose.

|
 

 

 

The 2nd World Taste and Smell Day!

World Taste and Smell Day (WTSD) started in 2021 with the efforts
of Monell and collaborators from many sectors. This year Monell
was pleased to join even more supporters in celebrating what is
now a freestanding nonprofit association dedicated to elevating
awareness of the senses of taste and smell. The continuous growth
of WTSD will expand its influence as an ambassador to the world
for the senses of taste and smell. Congratulations to our friends,
partners, and everyone at WTSD on a successful second
anniversary!

https://monell.org/participate/
https://monell.org/science-apprenticeship-program/
https://monell.org/science-apprenticeship-program/
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Are Babies Super Tasters? Gary Beauchamp, a biopsychologist and distinguished faculty member,
gets at the science behind why bland is best for babies.

|
 

 

Placing Patients at the Center of Smell and Taste Research

Last April, the Smell and Taste Association of North America (STANA), with Monell and Jefferson
University, conducted a survey funded by the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute to
enhance patient-centered research addressing taste and smell disorders in the United States.
The survey received a whopping response from over 6000 participants! For insights into the
demographics of these participants and the researchers' early takeaways, check out this
newsletter from STANA.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your opinion matters. Tell us what you think of this email.
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