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It’s two months into Monell’s 55th year, and our community is more vital than ever because of
colleagues, supporters, and friends, like you. In this edition of the Monell Connection, you'll find
stories from all over this community: the latest SCENTinel developments, a new campaign for
universal smell testing, and sneak peeks at our outreach and education partnerships.
 
No matter what piques your interest, we're grateful for your continuing support of our mission to
improve health and well-being by advancing the scientific understanding of taste, smell, and
related senses. 
 
Happy reading,  

Nancy E. Rawson, PhD, Acting Director & President
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Research

SCENTinel Discriminates Between Smell Loss and Smell Distortions
 
Initially developed for population surveillance of smell loss associated with COVID-19,
SCENTinel 1.1 is the second iteration of Monell’s rapid smell test. "It is a tool that lays the
groundwork for smell testing to be incorporated into routine medical care and makes universal
smell testing a real possibility," says Valentina Parma, PhD.
 
Read the full press release here.

 

 

Join a Research Study!
 
The Smell and Health Lab at the Monell Center is looking for adults (with or without smell
loss) 18 - 85 years old who may qualify for a research study to validate SCENTinel, a rapid
smell test, against three other commercially available smell tests.
 
This study involves 2 visits to the Monell Center. Completion of the study will be compensated
with $45. The Monell Center is located at 3500 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104.
 
Your participation does not require you to identify the odors correctly. It is okay to not be able to
smell odors or to correctly identify them. Your personal experience with the sense of smell or
lack thereof is unique, and your participation is valuable regardless of such experience.
 
 If you are interested, please contact smellandhealthlab@monell.org.
 

Looking for more studies to join?
Click here for our most up-to-date information for research participants!

 

Advocacy

Monday, February 27, was Anosmia Awareness Day and our unofficial kickoff for a campaign
to advocate for universal smell and taste testing. The collective endeavor will culminate in a
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National Institutes of Health-funded meeting - Towards Universal Chemosensory Testing - from
November 6-8 in Philadelphia for researchers, clinicians, patient advocates, and others. Save
the date and watch this space for updates! 

But what else can you do now?
 

By signing this petition, you'll join the community of people
advocating for universal smell and taste testing. This call for
signatures, championed by our colleagues at the Smell and
Taste Association of North America (STANA), will help let the
world know that affordable, accessible, and regular
chemosensory testing is essential for better diagnosis of
disease and for tackling smell and taste loss. 

 

Outreach & Education

The Philadelphia Flower Show
 
For the past few years, the month of March marked the start of our busiest outreach and
education time of the year. The Philadelphia Flower Show is back indoors with its late winter
timing, and so are we in our third year of collaborating with Rowan University to bring the
science and art of scent to attendees. This year we will be inviting visitors to explore the native
scents of spring through fun, smell-experiencing exercises.
 
Come see us on Family Frolic Day, Sunday, March 12!

 

 

Fragrance Day
 
On March 21st, Monell will also be marking its third year taking part in Fragrance Day,
established by the Fragrance Foundation in 2018 to “drive awareness, excitement, and
education around fragrance for consumers, unite the fragrance community, and kick-off the
Spring season.”
 
Watch the celebration for a Q&A with Monell Faculty Member Pam Dalton, PhD and Fragrance
Foundation President Linda Levy on how the pandemic has elevated our knowledge and
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understanding of the sense of smell and what this means for the future of chemosensory
research. 

 

A Double Congratulations!

Congratulations to Dr. Robert Margolskee!
 
Robert Margolskee, MD, PhD, Monell Emeritus Director and
President, delivered the International Union of Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology Jubilee Award Lecture on February 1st, as part of
a symposium on “Molecular Neuroscience: Focus on Sensory
Disorders.” The symposium was originally planned for January,
2021 but was postponed until it could be held in person, and past
speakers included Nobel laureates Richard Axel and David Julius. 
Margolskee's talk, “Multiple Sweet Taste Signaling Pathways,” is a
great honor for all of us at Monell Chemical Senses Center.

 

Congratulations to Dr. Arashdeep Singh!
 
Arashdeep Singh, PhD, from Monell's de Lartigue lab, was awarded a
two-year American Heart Association Postdoctoral Fellowship Award
for elucidating mechanisms for gut-brain circuits for fermentable fiber-
induced satiety. “AHA’s support aids me to understand how eating
more fiber in one’s diet can rebalance undesirable changes in the gut-
brain pathway in obesity, a topic that is very relevant,” said Dr. Singh.
He was also awarded an American Neurogastroenterology and Motility
Society Discovery Grant for the project, “Identifying downstream gut-
brain mechanisms of prebiotic-mediated satiety to treat obesity.”

 

 

 

 

Your opinion matters. Tell us what you think of this email.
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