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| am excited to share with you my first newsletter as Executive Director and President. For 55
years, Monell has been a world leader in chemosensory science. Based on what | have seen
during my first 2 months at the Center, we are primed for many more years of success not just
as leaders in our field but also as connectors of the chemical senses to broader fields of
research supporting human and environmental health.

In this edition of The Monell Connection, you will find:

¢ highlights of recent local outreach efforts;
o stories about bitterness, sweetness, and interacting sensory systems in the nose;
¢ and an invitation to be a part of our pursuit of smell and taste testing for all.

Happy reading,

Benjamin P.C. Smith, PhD, Executive Director and President
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There Is Still Time to Register

Join us from November 5-7 at Towards Universal Chemosensory Testing, a series of events
addressing the challenges and opportunities for a world where there is smell and taste testing
for all.

Register here! (Note: if you have pre-registered in the past,
make sure to finalize your registration.)

Got a personal story with smell or taste loss? You can attend
the event for free if you are one of the first 25 to share your
experience here.

Questions about sponsorships or virtual exhibitor spaces?
Contact Jenifer Trachtman at jirachtman@monell.org.

Jumping Right in: Monell Executive Director Ben Smith at Venture Café

Growing and maintaining local partnerships can sometimes come in the form of a craft
beverage. And last month, soon after his arrival to Monell, Executive Director Benjamin Smith
joined Venture Cafe at the University City Science Center as one of two celebrity bartenders.
“What a great way to network and share the science we are doing at Monell,” said Smith.

Summer Apprenticeship Applications Now Open!

The Monell Science Apprenticeship Program (MSAP) is an 8-week paid immersive summer experience
running from June 18 to August 16. The program provides talented high school and undergraduate
students, particularly those groups traditionally underrepresented in the sciences, the space, resources
and training to conduct an independent research project.
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How Trigeminal Nerve Signals Are Tuning the Nose

Odor signaling in the nose is governed by olfactory neurons
that detect and identify odors as well as trigeminal fibers that
induce sensations like cooling, tingling, and irritation. Monell
Research Associate Federica Genovese used a series of
physiological measurements to investigate the interplay
between the two chemosensory systems.

Read the full story here.

Sweetened Medicine: A Little Too Sweet?

Not every child experiences the same medicines in the same
way. “Taste is personal,” said Monell Member Julie Mennella.
"Determining how and why individuals differ is critical to
understanding medication adherence and personal risks.”

Read the full story here.

The Mechanisms Behind Bitter Taste Distortions

A bitter taste in the mouth can lead to a loss of appetite, often a
symptom or side effect of illness. Research by Monell
Associate Member Hong Wang highlighted the mechanisms
that connect our immune system to changes in taste
perception.

Read the full story here.

An After Hours Sensory Takeover

On Friday the 13th, an audience of over 1700 individuals came to the Franklin Institute’s
Science After Hours event to “trick or treat their senses.” Volunteers from the Monell Center
performed three different demos about the science of smell, taste, and flavor. “We are an
amazing force for excellent science education,” said Chief Science Officer Danielle Reed.
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And in Case You Missed It...

Hear about Executive Director Benjamin Smith's vision for the Monell Center in
to you and to the entire Monell community.
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Support Science Now

Your opinion matters.
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