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| have been here almost 10 months, and how time flies, but every day, | am reminded of the
amazing work produced by Monell faculty and staff. At the heart of our research are fundamental
science questions focused on unlocking the mysteries of our chemical senses with a long-term

goal of making an impact on world health.

This edition of The Monell Connection is full of examples of this focused research. Enjoy the
articles and videos telling Monell’s important stories. We welcome your comments and
questions.

Happy reading,

Benjamin P.C. Smith, PhD, Executive Director and President
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Diabetes Drug Makes Bitter Taste Take a Back Seat

The FDA-approved diabetes drug rosiglitazone can partially
block the bitterness of some especially bad-tasting
medications, according to research by Danielle Reed, PhD, Ha
Nguyen, PhD, and colleagues. This is the first publication from
research supported by the Carol M. Christensen Fellowship,
supporting innovation in human chemosensory research.

Read about it here, or hear directly from the scientists!

Sweet Taste Receptor + Glucose Metabolism =
Better Diabetes Management

The Monell Center has a rich history in ground-breaking
research on sweet taste and human health. The latest in this
decades-long portfolio of discovery is a study led by Paul
Breslin, PhD, illuminating how the sweet-taste receptor might
be the first stop in a metabolic surveillance system for sugar.

A Big Welcome to New Faculty Member and
Sensory Scientist Juyun Lim

The Monell Center looks forward to welcoming Juyun Lim,
PhD, as a faculty member later this summer. Dr. Lim is

currently a Professor of Sensory Science and the Chair of the
Graduate Program in the Department of Food Science and
Technology at Oregon State University. “She will be able to hit
the ground running in August to translate foundational
discoveries into strategies that make a difference in people’s
health and overall well-being,” said Monell Executive Director
and President Benjamin P.C. Smith, PhD.

Sharing Our Love for the Chemical Senses
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« On April 10, Monellians joined WHYY's The Pulse, as the
renowned science podcast celebrated its tenth
anniversary. Congratulations to the dedicated team!
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« We also went all the way to Bonita Springs, Florida. \We
joined scientists from all over the world at the 46th

annual meeting of Association for Chemoreception
Sciences (AChemS).

» Last but not least, Monellians joined the JA Inspire:
STEM Series at two Philadelphia high schools to share
what it is like to become a scientist studying smell and
taste. We were honored to partner with community
members working to connect young_Philadelphians to
careers in STEM.

Home Smell Testing vs. Lab Smell Testing: Same or Different?

The ability to test one’s sense of smell at home versus going to a research lab or ENT clinic
would help with monitoring the smell health in large numbers of people. Using the NIH Toolbox
Odor Identification test, Cristina Jaen, PhD, and colleagues compared the outcome of testing in
each environment.
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Support Science Now

Your opinion matters.
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