
 

 

Our Research   -   Participate in a Study   -   Support Science Now   -   Contact Us
 

Image: Face Fragment by Arlene Love

What does it mean to grow roots in science? For the most part, it includes exciting and
educating the next generation of thought leaders in sensory science; stimulating innovative
research through collaboration and a strong network of partners; and attracting and maintaining
talent that reflects the rich diversity of our community.
 
This week, we welcome the newest cohort of Philadelphia-area students joining the Monell
Science Apprenticeship Program (MSAP). MSAP is heavily supported through philanthropic gifts
that make it possible to craft a world-class research experience for high school and college
students every year. Interested in making a contribution? Visit monell.org/support-msap/.

In this issue of The Monell Connection, you'll find:

stories about nutrition, diets, and rare diseases;
a scholarship in flavor science;
and an invitation to celebrate our innovative sensory science.

Happy reading, 

Benjamin P.C. Smith, PhD, Executive Director and President
 

 

 

A Common Treatment for a Rare Disease

A new study offers renewed hope for individuals living with
Bardet-Biedl Syndrome, a rare genetic disorder characterized
by early-onset obesity, compulsive eating, and cognitive
impairments. The team identified that blockbuster drugs
currently used to treat type-2 diabetes and obesity as a
promising therapeutic for managing the metabolic
complications associated with this disorder.
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Nutritionally, Children Are Not Mini-Adults
 

Nutritional biomarkers showed, in new research, differences
between children and adults that could lead to a better
understanding of the role of added sugars across the lifespan.
The team concluded that “we need to pay more attention to the
whole dietary pattern in children, not just the amount of added
sugar they consume.”

 

Mark your calendars for the inaugural Monell Celebration of Science on
November 12, 2025—an inspiring day of discovery, curiosity, and connection.

The day begins with a free, all-day scientific symposium, “Discover the Unsung Sentinels of the
Body: Honoring Director Emeritus Dr. Robert Margolskee,” presenting groundbreaking research
on Tuft Cells in Health and Disease.

That evening, the celebration continues with a special reception and dinner at the Academy of
Natural Sciences: An Evening of Wit and Wisdom, featuring acclaimed science humorist Marc
Abrahams, founder of the Ig Nobel Prizes.
 
Join us for the symposium, the dinner, or both—we hope you’ll be part of this memorable day.
We’ll learn and laugh, as we celebrate and support the Monell Chemical Senses Center.

For more information about attending, supporting, or sponsoring the Celebration, contact
Raechel Hammer, Senior Director of Philanthropy and Government Relations at (267) 519-4715
or rhammer@monell.org. 

 

Monell Represents at Annual Chemosensory Science Meeting

More than 20 Monellians, along with 23 Monell alumni, attended the 47th Association for
Chemoreception Sciences (AChemS) annual conference. Monell scientists Nancy Rawson and
Valentina Parma co-chaired a pre-meeting symposium focused on the primary goal of
chemosensory patients: to find cures for smell and taste dysfunction. Associate Member Yali
Zhang received the Ajinomoto Award for Excellence in Gustation and Oral Chemosensation.
Research Associate Tingwei Mi and Postdoctoral Fellow Robert Pellegrino each received a
Polak Young Investigator Award for their research achievements.

 

One Step Closer to Being Offered Smell & Taste
Testing in Your Doctor’s Office 

To better understand what’s holding up having chemosensory
testing as a regular part of healthcare, the conference Towards
Universal Chemosensory Testing was convened in late 2023,
bringing together stakeholders for the first time. This just-
published white paper shares some of the outcomes of the
conference: the need for increased testing; barriers and
opportunities for addressing them; and priorities for making
testing a common part of everyday health care. 
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Honoring a Life’s Work by Giving Back

Monell works at the nexus of a global scientific enterprise, connecting academics to industry and
industry to the science it needs to bring discoveries to life. Our partners, through the Monell
Insiders program, have become a model for academic-industry collaborations that reinforce the
science and invest in future scientists.
 
Last month, we proudly celebrated the announcement of the Stephen Manheimer Scholarship in
Flavor Science—an exciting new opportunity for students pursuing a Master’s or Doctoral
degree in the field. Funded by a generous $500,000 investment from Kerry Group, the
scholarship supports tuition, a research stipend, and expenses related to conducting a research
project at the Monell Center under the mentorship of a faculty member.

We extend our gratitude to our longstanding partners at Kerry for their visionary investment in
the next generation of sensory scientists, honoring Stephen Manheimer’s enduring legacy in
flavor science. The scholarship is a reflection of his decades-long commitment to Monell,
empowering the next generation of scientists to advance taste perception research.

 

 

 

First Day of Science Summer

On Monday, June 23, students of the Monell
Science Apprenticeship Program (MASP)
kicked off their eight-week summer research
experience. Each student will develop a
research question, join in lab meetings, learn
to work at the bench, and ultimately produce a
capstone project. Simultaneously, they will be
taking part in enrichment programming,
including workshops and a seminar series
covering a wide range of scientific and career
topics. Support their experience here!

 

Stronger Together

On May 21, members of the Monell community gathered for our 2025 Leadership Dinner,
renewing our shared commitment to scientific discovery. Take a look at this short video for
highlights of an evening that celebrated the power of the larger Monell Community.
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Celebrating a Golden Anniversary

We welcomed our long-time partners from Ajinomoto here in Philadelphia. The now 50-year
partnership is a testament showing that our collaborations with industry have expanded our
scientific enterprise in exciting directions—providing creative, evidence-based knowledge, and
solutions to real-world problems. We look forward to our future collaborations and milestones.
 
Interested in learning more? Partner with us!

 

A Science Outreach Combo

Thursday, May 8— For the second year, the Monell
outreach team joined forces with Junior Achievement of
Southeastern Pennsylvania and dozens of other Philly
STEM groups for the JA Inspire STEM Day. The event was
a great opportunity to talk chemosensory science and
careers with an eager group of high school students.

Saturday, June 14— We shared some sensory science at
our first Curious Histories Fest at the Science History
Institute. This year's theme was right up our alley: a
delicious day-long celebration of food science through the
lens of school lunches from back in the day. We shared a
simple, yet powerful, hands-on activity about the true
definition of flavor.

 

 

 

 

 

Your opinion matters. Tell us what you think of this email.
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