
Monell Chemical Senses Center 
Institutional Biosafety Committee Meeting 

Minutes 
 

Date: August 14, 2026 

Time: 1:00–1:11 PM EDT 

Location: Zoom online meeting 

Chair: Peihua Jiang 

Member Attendance: Peihua Jiang (also taking minutes), Hong Wang, Endah S. 

Sulistijo, Neeraj Lal, Hussein Halemeh 

Quorum: Confirmed. 

Member Absent: Yali Zhang, Takako Tanaka. 

Guest: None 

1. Protocol Registration Review 

 IBC#: 059 

 PI: Hong Wang 

 Title: Neuroimmune Mechanisms of SARS-CoV-2-Associated Taste Dysfunction 

 Registration under NIH guideline sections: III-D-4; III-D-8; III-E-3; and Other 

(Post-SARS-CoV-2 (virus-inactivated) mouse tissues) 

 Containment levels: BSL-1 and 2 and ABSL-1 and 2  

The committee reviewed the registration IBC#059, which involves two primary 

components: 

SARS-CoV-2 mouse tissue study 

 SARS-CoV-2 infection of mice will be conducted at Colorado State University, not 

at Monell. 

 Following appropriate virus inactivation, only fixed tissue or virus-inactivated RNA 

samples will be shipped to Monell for analysis. 

 The committee discussed procedures intended to ensure that no 

viable/transmissible virus is received at Monell, including fixation and lysis 

procedures. 

 The committee noted that although SARS-CoV-2 may be handled at BSL-2 at 

some institutions, the collaborating institutions involved in this work continue to 

use BSL-3 practices for the live virus work. 

 No committee members raised additional concerns. 



AAV/Cre reporter work at Monell 

 The second component involves use of an AAV/Cre reporter system to label taste 

neurons/nerve fibers. 

 The AAV material will be purchased from an outside vendor; viral vector 

production will not occur at Monell. 

 Work at Monell will involve administration of the vector and subsequent tissue 

analysis. 

 Appropriate SOPs for virus and tissue handling were provided as part of the 

registration. 

 The committee found the proposed work straightforward and raised no additional 

concerns. 

2. Conflict of Interest / Voting 

Hong Wang, whose group submitted the registration, participated in the discussion but 

did not vote on the registration. 

3. Motion and Vote 

Peihua Jiang moved to approve the registration, and Endah S. Sulistijo seconded the 

motion. 

Vote: Unanimous approval by the voting members present. 

4. Meeting Minutes 

The committee was reminded that IBC meeting minutes will be posted publicly on the 

Monell website in accordance with NIH policy. 

5. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:11 PM EDT. 

Decision: Registration approved unanimously. 

 


